stimulate substance P release from local capsaicin-sensitive afferent neurons in the airway mucosa. It is also possible that an allergic mechanism could be involved. Several authors have described allergic reactions to cigarette smoke (see, for example, Zussmann 1970). Cutaneous hypersensitivity to tobacco antigens has been described in clinical settings (Becker et al., 1976).  Constituents of tobacco smoke have also been shown to be immunogenic in laboratory animals (Becker et al., 1979; Gleich and Welsh, 1979). During the last 10 years, Becker and colleagues (1979, 1981; Becker and Dubin, 1977) have isolated a tobacco glycoprotein both from cured tobacco leaves as well as from cigarette smoke con-densate. Animals that were previously sensitized to this antigen had both pulmonary and cardiovascular changes when challenged (Levi et al., 1982).  However, the role, if any, of this antigen, as well as other antigens that may be present in tobacco smoke, in the pathogenesis of cardiopulmonary disease in active smokers, let alone nonsmokers exposed to ETS, remains controversial.
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
There have been many studies of respiratory effects of exposure to ETS to children. In view of the weight of the scientific evidence that ETS exposure in children increases the frequency of pulmonary symptoms and respiratory infection, it is prudent to eliminate smoking and resultant ETS from the environments of small children.
What Is Known
1.  Children of parents who smoke compared with the children of parents who do not smoke show increased prevalences of respiratory symptoms, usually cough, sputum, and wheezing. The odds ratios from the larger studies, adjusted for the presence of parental symptoms, were 1.2 to 1.8, depending on the symptoms.   These findings imply that ETS exposures cause respiratory symptoms in some children.
2.  Estimates of the magnitude of the effect of parental smoking on FEVi function of children range from zero to approximately 0.5% decrease per year.  This small effect is unlikely by itself to be clinically significant. However, it may reflect pathophysiologic